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Curatorial Statement: 
 

You see a chocolate cake at your friend’s birthday party and try 
to resist taking a piece. You cave in and feel gratified until you 
realize how many calories it has. You feel guilty, but why? We 
live in a culture of temptation with hedonistic values, and yet we 
are expected to resist. 
 We associate our temptations with negative consequences, 
but good can come out of these desires. Through interacting 
with temptation, we are able to reflect upon what is important to 
us and build our personal values. 
The artwork shown here depicts these themes though visual 
narratives. The artists in this exhibition figuratively and 
abstractly represent the mind, brain, and body as they engage 
with temptation. 
 
Kayla Spafford, UVA Exhibition Curator 

 
 
 
 
 



Art List & Prices 
 

1. Joanne Desmond, Mention Untouchables, Copper 
Wire, 2011, Price - Contact UVA 

2. Joanne Desmond, Small Tarlatan Dress, Tarlatan, 
Ink, Thread, 2014, Price - Contact UVA 

3. Joanne Desmond, Ophelia White #2, Fabric, Thread, 
Beads, Paper, Ink, 2011, Price - Contact UVA 

4. Amy Kelly, Chartreuse, Oil on Canvas, 36” x 36”, 
2012, $1,000 

5. Amy Kelly, Disarray, Oil on Canvas, 60” x 60”, 2012,
 $1,500 

6. Amy Kelly, The Final Collapse, Oil on Wood, 18” x
 24”, 2012, Price - Contact UVA 

7. Pauline Lim, Fragrant Steam Buns, Oil on Canvas,
 16” x 20”, 2015, $1,200 

8. Pauline Lim, The Empty Hours, Acrylic on Canvas, 11”
 x 14”, 2014, $950 

9. Pauline Lim,  Anvil on my Head, Mixed Media on
 Canvas Panel, 18” x 24”, 2014, $1,400 

10. Pauline Lim, Why Did I Do That Again, Acrylic,
 Mosaic, Foil on Canvas Panel, 18” x 24”, 2011,
 $1,400 
11. Joan Mullen, Concentrations V, Plaster, Graphite Oil
 Paint, Wax Medium, 40” x 48”, 2006, $3,300 

    12. Joan Mullen, Concentrations VI, Plaster, Graphite
 Oil Paint, Wax Medium, 51” x 51”, 2006, $3,000 



13. Joan Mullen, Gape, Plaster, Graphite Oil Paint, Wax
 Medium, 48” x 48”, 2009, $3,200 
14. Alexandra Rozenman, Moving in with Diebenkorn, oil    

on canvas, 60” x 40”, 2013, $7,500 
15. Alexandra Rozenman, Living with Mark and Bella in 

a Soviet Communal Apartment, Oil on Canvas, 40” x
 60”, 2015, $7,500 

    16. Alexandra Rozenman, Moving in with Matisse, Oil 
on Canvas, 60” x 40”, 2012, $7,500 

    17. Ruth Segaloff, I COME IN PEACE, Found Objects 
Construction (Wires, Piece of Electronics, Antique

 Glove Stretcher, Lucite Box), 2009, $750 
    18. Ruth Segaloff, DELIVER US FROM EVIL, Found 

Objects Construction (Tin Candy Box; License Plate 
Pieces; Metal Scraps, One from Olive Oil Can, Etc., 
Fastened to Side of Antique Milk Box), 2009, $650 

    19. Nohelia Vargas, Untitled, Oil on Canvas, 18” x 24”,  
 Price - Contact UVA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Artist Biographies and Artist Statements 
(Please note that not all artists have artist statements) 

 
Joanne Desmond 
Artist Statement: 
So much of the past is encapsulated in the odds and ends. Most of us discard 
more information about ourselves than we ever care to preserve. Our 
recollection of the past is not simply distorted by our faulty perception of events 
remembered but skewed by those forgotten. “The memory is like orbiting twin 
stars, one visible, one dark, the trajectory of what’s evident forever affected by 
the gravity of what’s concealed.” - Kinsey Millhone 
I find myself continually curious about the relationship between memory and 
emotion as connected with the sensitivities of time, place, and familial 
attachment. The notion of hiding, covering-up, obscuring the truth – the reality of 
who we really are at any given moment in time – has always intrigued me. 
Discovering what lies beneath the surface of someone or something is what I 
pursue. 
Biography: 
Joanne Desmond, a member of Unbound Visual Arts, maintains her art studio at 
the Lydia Pinkham Studios in Lynn, MA. She received a B.A. in Art from the 
University of Massachusetts/Boston with a concentration in printmaking and 
photography, a Master of Education (M. Ed.) in Arts & Learning from Endicott 
College, Beverly, MA, and a Master of Fine Art (M.F.A.) from the Massachusetts 
College of Art & Design, Boston, MA. She serves on the board of the Monoprint 
Guild of New England. She has exhibited widely including a solo exhibition at 
Berkshire Community College, and group exhibitions at the Fitchburg Art 
Museum, the Newburyport Art Association, the Nave Gallery,the Bromfield 
Gallery, the Brickbottom Gallery, and the Boston Printmakers 2013 North 
American Print Biennial. Her personal artist website is 
www.joannefdesmond.com.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
Amy Kelly 
Artist Statement: 
Her mission as an artist is to reveal the light that is found in the darkness, to 
celebrate the imperfect and the intangible. The majority of her art is based in the 
classical tradition of oil painting, but also includes a variety of mixed media as 
well as sculptural work in bronze. Amy's current work focuses on portraits of 
death and decay. Through a variety of media she seeks to capture the elegance 
of the decomposition process. In addition to paint she incorporates materials 
that have complementary characteristics to the subjects she observes.  She is 
trying to capture the moment between something's life and the transition to its 
new purpose, from the singular to the universal. She would like to create an 
existential snapshot of the lesser traveled paths of the human psyche.  She is 
interested in celebrating the beauty of the imperfect.  She believes the closer 
something gets to non-existence, the more evocative it becomes. 
It is her intention to unearth the light in the darkness, to find the beauty of 
dissension, of destruction, to reveal the quiet beauty that exists only at the very 
center of chaos.  Her work is about celebrating the imperfections and finding the 
warmth in frailty and fatality.  She constructs spaces from memory, observation 
and imagination to convey an emotional experience. She hopes to give the 
intangible a visceral experience by stressing free distortion of form and color. 
Her work seeks to open a new perception to the viewer, one that resonates 
within in a way that erases the separation between ourselves and our 
surroundings.  
Biography 
Amy Kelly, a Sustaining Member of Unbound Visual Arts, is a graduate of the 
Massachusetts College of Art and Design. Her mission as an artist is to reveal 
the light that is found in the darkness, to celebrate the imperfect and the 
intangible. The majority of her art is based in the classical tradition of oil 
painting, but also includes a variety of mixed media as well as sculptural work in 
bronze. Her first solo exhibition was Amy Kelly: Transitions, organized by 
Unbound Visual Arts, was at the Harvard Ed Portal in 2013.  Her personal artist 
website is www.amykellyart.com 
 
 



 
Pauline Lim  
Artist Statement: 
I am a fear-driven person. I am always freaking out about the fact that we all 
have to die, so a lot of my paintings have to do with the frustration of being 
trapped in a mortal existence.  The increasing aches and pains of aging 
underscore this dilemma to me every day, and make me seek out color and 
beauty, as well as the relief of laughter alongside the recognition of despair. 
Lately I have been obsessed with Old Master paintings, so I’ll start on a painting 
with the intention of emulating Holbein or Vermeer, but then I get dissatisfied 
with the overall effect—“this looks like bad hotel art!”—and start adding three-
dimensional items to the surface.  Mosaic techniques satisfy my compulsion to 
always be busy.  I try to pick activities that are fun, restful or refreshing, and that 
also satisfy my need to always be productive. I’m sure it comes from my driven, 
expectation-laden upbringing. Being Korean, my parents wanted me to be a 
Nobel-Prize-winning doctor. I graduated from Harvard, where I majored in studio 
art, so I’ve always felt sheepish that I wasn’t some successful superstar. I’ll 
never live up to their expectations, so I’m compensating by creating as fast as I 
can. 
In my work I started off exploring the themes of dreams and illness. Then I was 
drawn to Medieval and Renaissance images of saints. I also like playing with 
scale—giant cat heads on human bodies, or tiny humans intermingled with items 
on a tabletop landscape.   Basically, I just create paintings that I would want to 
see—that recognize the truth and folly of our existence, that are visually 
stimulating, perhaps gorgeous, frequently funny. 
Biography: 
Pauline Lim, a member of Unbound Visual Arts, was born in Clarinda, Iowa and 
graduated cum laude 1984 from Phillips Academy, Andover, MA. She was 
graduated A.B. magna cum laude from Harvard College, 1988. She now lives 
and works at the Brickbottom Artists Building in Somerville, MA. Pauline 
participated in the UVA’s Healthful and Song Cycles exhibitions at the Honan-
Allston Library Art Gallery in 2014 and 2015. Her UVA solo exhibition Why Can't 
it Last Forever? was at the Athan's Café Art Gallery in Brighton. Her personal 
artist website is www.paulinelim.net. 
 



 
Joan Mullen  
Artist Statement: 
This work explores the experiential qualities of abstract organic form. The 
process begins with a feeling or a gesture that I strive to translate into sculptural 
forms. The Concretions Series sculptures allude to an organic and human 
maturation that conveys both strength and vulnerability. In Gape, I created an 
organic species with an aperture in their centers, an opening that could read as 
a mouth or an eye. 
Biography: 
Joan Mullen, a member of Unbound Visual Arts, received her B.F.A. at The 
Maryland Institute, College of Art (MICA) and her M.F.A. at Mason Gross School 
of the Arts, Rutgers University. Recently, Joan Mullen exhibited new work in the 
Twice As Good exhibition at Boston Sculptors Gallery. She is an Art Professor at 
Bridgewater State University and an Art Teacher at the Birches School in 
Lincoln, MA. She was included in the first UVA Members Exhibit at the Harvard 
Ed Portal in 2013. Her personal artist website is www.joanmullen.com. 
 
Alexandra Rozenman 
Biography: 
Alexandra Rozenman is a Sustaining Member of Unbound Visual Arts. Moscow-
born, both classically and conceptually trained Alexandra Rozenman brings a 
canny and charming mysticism to her life and art. In her work she creates her 
personal and often surreal world, where shapes, colors and images are often 
utilized like words in a story. 
Rozenman came to America from Moscow, Russia with her parents as a political 
refugee. Living in the Soviet Union, she studied with today well-known dissident 
artists and was a part of Moscow alternative cultural scene of the 1980’s. She 
holds her Master’s degree from the School of the Museum of Fine Arts in 
Boston. Beginning in 1989, her work has been represented nationally and 
internationally. In 2006 she was awarded a MacDowell Foundation Fellowship. 
In 2010 Rozenman opened her own Art School 99. Her personal artist website is 
www.alexandrarozenman.com.  
 
 



 
 
Ruth Segaloff   
Artist Statement: 
In my art, I incorporate family mementos, found objects, ephemera and words as 
narrative tools to revisit historic events, family stories, our cultural heritage and 
social values. 
As a conceptual artist, my intent above all, is to challenge observers to project 
on to my works, their own meaning. Thus every piece begins a dialogue 
between the work and the viewer, and has the potential to turn from violence 
triggered by fear. The whole movement of Black Lives Matter is a reaction 
against white police who automatically “shoot first and ask questions later.”  
Both I Come in Peace and Deliver Us from Evil are pleas for peace. They ask us 
to avoid the temptation of violence merely because the Other is an Alien or 
Stranger. They automatically become “the Enemy” when our Fight or Flight 
response is activated. These artworks plead that we begin with the assumption 
that the alien or stranger has no evil intent. 
Artists throughout history have used art to speak out against injustice and to 
help make the world a better place. I’m proud to be a part of that tradition. 
Biography: 
Ruth Segaloff, a member of Unbound Visual Arts, graduated from Washington 
University in St. Louis. As a VISTA volunteer, she was stationed for a year on 
the Nez Perce Indian Reservation in Idaho. In 1969, she earned a Master’s 
Degree in Social Work from Rutgers University and moved to Boston. In 2008, 
after a forty year career in social work, she retired to become a full time artist. 
She also served as an artist mentor in programs making use of the healing 
powers of creativity. Since January, 2011, she’s led a Therapeutic Arts Journal 
Writing Program for incarcerated women. In 2014, she was included in the Epic 
exhibition, organized by Unbound Visual Arts, at the Harvard Ed Portal.  Her 
personal artist website is www.ruthsegaloff.com. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Nohelia Vargas 
Biography: 
Nohelia Vargas, a member of Unbound Visual Arts, is a professional artist based 
in Houston and Boston. She is originally from Caracas, Venezuela but she has 
lived in US for the last 10 years. She earned her Bachelor in Fine Arts with Cum 
Laude honors from the University of Houston with an area of concentration in 
Painting and Art History. Vargas is a very dynamic artist who, while keeping her 
studio practices, has held jobs that have allowed her to keep in touch with the 
contemporary art world. She is a former docent of the Blaffer Art Museum and a 
former manager of the Mariago Collective Art Gallery.  Her personal artist 
website is www.noheliavargasb.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
UVA Board of Directors and Council of Advisors: 
 
Louise Bonar 
Tsun Ming Chmielinski 
Francis Gardino 
Marcie Laden 
Heidi Lee 
Jeanne Lin 
Susan Loomis 
Brenda Gael McSweeney  
Andrea Newman 
Ira-Iliana Papadopoulou  
Ruth Rieffanaugh 
John Quatrale 
Karen Smigliani  
Christine Winship 
 
UVA membership website: http://www.unboundvisualarts.org/get-involved/ 
 
Exhibition website: http://www.unboundvisualarts.org/shop/ 
 
 

This program is supported in part by a grant from the 
Boston Cultural Council, a local agency which is funded by 
the Massachusetts Cultural Council, administered Mayor’s 
Office of Art and Culture. 
 

                      
 


