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Curatorial Statement 

This exhibition is about our personal and community efforts to achieve freedom. Freedom is a 
universal value, a human aspiration and an achievement to be treasured. Personal freedoms 
include speech and the ability to choose many different actions, including movement, without the 
interference or hindrance of others. These freedoms can be seemingly very small but bring about 
much joy and happiness. On a grander scale, freedoms become treasured and protected when 
people band together to achieve a common goal of expression. People and groups take many 
risks and suffer many consequences to achieve and retain their freedoms for themselves or 
others. This can occur in a neighborhood, a village, a metropolis or a country.  

What small freedom do you treasure the most? What freedom do you miss or would miss if you 
no longer had it? What freedoms do you see lacking for others? What freedoms are worth 
“fighting” for? 

John Quatrale, UVA Exhibition Curator 
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Art List & Prices 

1. Jean Aserkoff, From the Window, oil on canvas, 9 x 12 inches, $200 
2. Jean Aserkoff, Long May She Wave, acrylic and graphite on canvas, 9 x 12 inches, $200 
3. Romani Berlekov, Options, acrylic on canvas, 16 x 24 inches, $350 
4. Romani Berlekov, Solitude, acrylic on canvas, 16 x 20 inches, $125 
5. Linda Clave, Freedom, monotype on rice paper, 40 x 34 inches, $1,200 
6. Linda Clave, Out of Darkness, monotype on rice paper, 36 x 34 inches, $1,200 
7. Linda Clave, Joining, monotype on rice paper, 34 x 30 inches, $1,200 
8. Gary Duehr, Flag Hug, archival pigment ink, 28 x 22 inches, $450  
9. Gary Duehr, Hurrah, archival pigment ink, 28 x 22 inches, $450 
10. Gary Duehr, Megaphone, archival pigment ink, 28 x 22 inches, $450 
11. Gary Duehr, Security, archival pigment ink, 28 x 22 inches, $450 
12. Alicia Dwyer, Armor Dress with Braid, oil on board, 48 x 48 inches, $900.    
13. Alicia Dwyer, Armor Dress Series, oil on board, 30 x 40 inches, $800 
14. Alicia Dwyer, Battle Dress, cast paper, fabric, screening, toy figures, 36 x 60 inches, private 

collection - not for sale 
15. Phoebe Ann Erb, BE FREE Sampler, mixed media collage, 11 ½  x 13 ½ inches, $200 
16. Phoebe Ann Erb, The Truth Shall Make You Free Sampler, mixed media collage, 11 ½ x 14 

½ inches, $200 
17. Phoebe Ann Erb, The Best Things in Life are Free Sampler, mixed media collage, 11 x 14 

inches, $200 
18. Sue-Yee Leung, By the Dawn’s Early Light, archival inkjet print, 8 x 20 inches, $500  
19. Sue-Yee Leung, Faith, archival inkjet print, 8 x 10 inches, $100 
20. Sue-Yee Leung, Untitled, archival inkjet print, 8 x 10 inches, $100 
21. Sue-Yee Leung, On My Birthday, It Rained on Tent City, archival inkjet print, 30 x 8 inches, 

$200 
22. Pauline Lim, You Bring Me Freedom, mixed media on canvas panel, 18 x 24 inches, $1,400 
23. Pauline Lim, Leave Me Alone, oil on canvas panel, 16 x 20 inches, $1,200 
24. Pauline Lim, Please Come Back Soon, mixed media on canvas panel, 11 x 14 inches, $775 
25. Susan Loomis-Wing, Freedom Inky, fountain pen, ink and acrylic, 20 x 27 ½ inches, $600 
26. Nhung Mackey, Complete Freedom, ink on DO traditional Vietnamese paper, 14 x 9 inches, 

$220 
27. Nhung Mackey, Let’s Fly, watercolor on paper, 16 x 12 inches, $240 
28. Nhung Mackey, Let’s Go, watercolor on paper, 17 x 13 inches, $220 
29. Maria Trudette Madison, Auction Table, wood block, 8 x 10 x 2 inches, $250 
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30. Maria Trudette Madison, AIDS Orphans: Free Through Song, drawing, 8 ½ x 11 inches, 
$250 

31. Maria Trudette Madison, Food Rations During the Iraqi War, drawing, 11 x 18 inches, 
$1,000 

32. Ruth Rieffanaugh, Somewhere Between the Present, Past and Future, oil on canvas, 35 x 
13 inches, $275 

33. Ruth Rieffanaugh, Bevy of Forms II, pen and ink on paper, 36 x 12 inches, $250 
34. Ruth Rieffanaugh, When Worlds Collide, pen and ink on paper, 60 x 15 inches, $300 
35. Ruth Segaloff, Build Doors, Not Walls, mixed media collage, 16 x 20 x 2 ½ inches, $600 
36. Ruth Segaloff, Coming Home, mixed media collage, 16 x 20 x 2 ½ inches, $600 
37. Diane Sheridan, American Flag, digital photography manipulation, 8 ½ x 11 inches (2 

pieces), $200 
38. Diane Sheridan, Statue of Liberty, digital photography manipulation, 8 ½ x 11 inches (2 

pieces), $200 
39. Ellen Zellner, Turn Around: About Face, quilt, 46 x 30 inches, private collection - not for 

sale 
40. Ellen Zellner, Who Has the Watches and Who Has the Time?, quilt, 34 x 40 inches, private 

collection - not for sale  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Artist Statements And Biographies 

Jean Aserkoff 

Artist Statement: 
Learning the Pledge of Allegiance as a young child impressed me. The American flag means 
freedom to me. Free to live in a society where one can develop, grow, and express oneself. 

Whether flying at a sports arena, a hotel, on a naval vessel or at a school, hopefully it will 
always fill one with pride. 

Biography: 
Jean Aserkoff maintains her art studio in the 119 Braintree Arts Building in Allson and 
regularly participates in the Allston Arts District Open Studios and the Newton Open Art 
Studios. She also regularly shows her work at the New Art Center and the Danforth Museum. 
She is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania and the Massachusetts College of Art and 
Design and has taken art classes at the New Art Center and Danforth Museum. She was 
included in Unbound Visual Arts' Song Cycles exhibition at the Honan-Allston Library Art 
Gallery in 2014 and in Olympic SPIRIT at the Scollay Square Gallery in Boston City Hall in 
2015. 

Her UVA artist website is www.unboundvisualarts.org/jean-aserkoff-2 

Romani Berlekov 

Biography: 
Romani Berlekov is an unofficial member of the local 'outsider' artists in the Boston area, and 
you can find her on any given day on the streets of Boston, painting and selling her creations.  
Like so many other friends and colleagues, she is completely self-taught, and continues to 
exuberantly experiment and learn. Her journey of creation is that of her own evolution. 

Romani has been drawing and creating as far back as she can remember, and added oil 
painting and water colors to her repertoire during her teens, and more recently begin 
experimenting with acrylics and mixed media. Creating has long been, and continues to be, 
an amazing meditation which produces pure and joyful manifestations in the physical realm. 
Flowers and trees, the ocean and Mother Nature herself, is her Zen, for it is the gifts of nature 
which inspire a flow within her that longs to be expressed and shared.  

Romani says her works are not created to inform or enlighten, but rather to share and 
reconnect to the beautiful world around us. What Romani's work lacks in statement or 
sophistication, it bountifully provides reminding the observer of the sheer beauty and subtle 
grace which is often overlooked in the rush and bustle of our modern society. Based in a 
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realist orientation, with a touch of whimsy, her style is a presentation of simplicity, elegance, 
grace and truth. 

Her UVA artist website is www.unboundvisualarts.org/romani-berlekov 

Linda Clave 

Artist Statement: 
These monotypes were the result of letting go of loved ones on their Soul Journey. The series 
called flight implies freedom in their exploration of new dimensions in Life after Death. 

Biography: 
Linda's artwork began as a child. She was convinced that she could draw and color a world 
of her making and it would be real not imaginary. Something inside told her that she could 
travel to ancient sites in Mexico and the Amazon or Native American places in New Mexico. 
Magic seemed even more real to her when at ten her father moved the family to live in 
Argentina for several years. 

After finishing Boston University School of Arts with a BA and MFA Linda began her 
professional, artistic development intertwined with spiritual studies. Mythic and mystic 
themes inspired by primitive art, and the art of Indian miniatures contrasted with vitality of 
abstract expressions of de Kooning, Pollack and Kline. Linda traveled to her dreamed places: 
Peru, Mexico, Guatemala, Panama and Honduras. Eventually moving to Ipswich, where she 
developed a unique series of paintings, integrating the rigors of the minimalist reduction with 
the elements of nature. These canvasses actually had Crane's Beach sand infused with color 
applied in layers working to choreograph nature's movement. While in Ipswich, she was an 
active member of Early Sites Research Society helping in archeological excavations, 
including a red paint burial mound of archaic origins.  

Her personal artist website is lindaclavearts.com 

Gary Deuhr 

Artist Statement: 
What are the faces of modern American politics? 

Come election year, the fans fill hockey rinks and high school gyms, convention halls and 
state fair arenas. They follow one candidate or another, true believers with a dose of 
fanaticism. They pump the air, they chant "USA USA!," they grab selfies with their leader, 
they wave flags and stomp the floor and below through bullhorns. 

�7



Based on news photos of the crowds at campaign events, these images use models to recreate 
the fans' behavior, isolating it under bright studio lights. Here, one or two at a time, we can 
examine their gestures and expressions as a social psychologist might. 

We can survey their colorful getups, look them in the eye for a trace of craziness, and feel 
their mixture of exhilaration and earnestness. Their enthusiasm is contagious, and a little bit 
frightening. 

Biography: 
Gary Duehr has been chosen as a Best Emerging Artist in New England by the International 
Association of Art Critics, and he has received an Artist Grant in photography from the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council. His work has been featured in museums and galleries 
including the Institute of Contemporary Art, Boston, MA; MOMA PS 1, New York, NY; Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art, Los Angeles, CA; and Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes, 
Havana, Cuba, as well as exhibitions in Tokyo, Venice, London, Dublin and Barcelona. Past 
awards include grants from the LEF Foundation and the Rockefeller Foundation. 

His public artworks include a video artwork for the Canadian subway system; a photo 
installation funded by the Visible Republic program of New England Foundation for the Arts, 
and a commission from the MBTA (Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority) for a permanent 
photo installation at North Station. 

Duehr has written about the arts for journals including ArtScope, Art New England, Art on 
Paper, Communication Arts, Frieze, and Public Culture. Currently he manages Bromfield 
Gallery in Boston's South End. 

His personal artist website is www.garyduehr.com.  

Alicia Dwyer 

Artist Statement: 
The central theme explored in the current work of Alicia Dwyer is armor. Armor protects the 
body in battle and Dwyer is interested in how the armor dress can translate into a metaphor 
of how women protect their bodies/selves in the world. Dwyer’s black and white paintings of 
flying and armored dresses capture movement and mystery, with a haunting presence. 

In another piece, Battle Dress, a different kind of defense is suggested. In this case, the armor 
is constructed over a body cast of a pregnant woman. This dress is constructed from softer 
materials and among the decorative flowers adorning the dress, tiny toy soldiers lie hidden in 
the petals. 

Biography: 
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Alicia Dwyer studied at Parson's School of Design and graduated with honors from The 
School of Visual Arts in NYC. She has been living in MA for over 25 years as a working 
artist. She taught art at the MFA, DeCordova Museum School and privately. Ten years ago, 
she moved with her family to the country, and started an organic farm. Dwyer has exhibited 
her work in solo and group exhibitions, open studios, outdoor sculpture shows, and numerous 
juried exhibitions. She was selected in 2 juried outdoor sculpture exhibits at Fruitlands 
Museum, Harvard MA for which she was awarded 2 prizes. Recently (2016) she had a solo 
exhibition at ArtSpace Gallery, Maynard MA. 

Her UVA artist website is www.unboundvisualarts.org/alicia-dwyer. 

Phoebe Ann Erb 

Artist Statement: 
My work springs from wanting to give new life to the remains of many years of working as a 
print designer for the textile industry. 

Here, the college samplers, inspired by needlework samplers of old, celebrate the alphabet 
which is free to all and is the foundation of freedom of speech. 

"Circulating Library" honors Public Libraries, one of humankind's greatest ideas. No 
institution is greater than public libraries. FREE TO ALL. 

As an artist and designer I now create collage works, including handmade books, using the 
remains of unsold textile designs and other materials that fill my studio. And, as it turns out, 
deciding to be an English teacher way back in high school was not so off, after all. For, in 
addition to making art, I find myself teaching English to adult immigrants from around the 
world. 

Biography: 
Phoebe Ann Erb, of Chestnut Hill, has participated in four UVA exhibitions: the first UVA 
Members Exhibition in 2013 at the Harvard Ed Portal, Song Cycles and Healthful at the 
Honan-Allston Library Art Gallery and Olympic SPIRIT at Boston City Hall. 

"In college I majored in English and secondary education, but by graduation I wasn’t so sure 
that I wanted to be a teacher, after all. Nonetheless, I joined the Peace Corps and went to 
Borneo to teach middle-school English. 

After the Peace Corps I went to New York City and worked as an editorial assistant but felt 
unproductive. I wanted something more creative so I went to the Fashion Institute of 
Technology in Manhattan to learn how to design printed fabrics and set myself up as a 
freelance designer. 
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For thirty years I worked with numerous design studios in NYC that sold my work to the 
textile markets. I also designed directly for manufacturers. I developed and taught a studio 
course in various continuing education programs, including Mass College of Art and Design. 
Eventually, as technology and globalization began changing the landscapes of designing and 
selling textile designs, by 2005 I created my last design and also stopped teaching how to do 
it. During those years I also accumulated hundreds of printed cloth handkerchiefs and 
household aprons. I published articles, organized exhibitions of these collections and gave 
illustrated talks about print design. Awards from Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, Mass 
Cultural Council and John Anson Kitteredge Education Fund supported this work. 

I created five design source books: Floral Designs from Traditional Printed Handkerchiefs, 
Medieval Floral Designs, William Morris Patterns & Designs, Arts Deco Patterns & Designs, 
and Arts and Crafts Patterns & Designs. All were published and included in The International 
Design Library, Stemmer House Publishers." 

Her UVA artist website is www.unboundvisualarts.org/phoebe-ann-erb.  

Sue-Yee Leung 

Artist Statement: 
In an interview, Gary Schneider once stated that he wanted to “get at what cannot be 
photographed.” 

Freedom is the conceptual core of our identity as the United States. This is deeply evident in 
the expression of our culture in times of war and economic depression. In the days following 
September 11th, 2001, it was curiously discordant reading newspapers sandwiching the 
somber news regarding the horrific attack between the chipper tone of the usual ad copy. As I 
read the Boston Globe, it was surreal to notice how many images of the American flag were 
on each page. I started to cut them out from newspapers and circulars, each one an icon of 
Freedom, a visual shorthand of our values unwittingly backed by the most mundane ads for 
supermarkets and department stores. The American flag was a central, silent presence years 
later, when I spent the week of my 29th birthday documenting and participating in Occupy 
Wall Street at its rainy origin point, Zuccotti Park in NYC. 

Biography: 
Sue-Yee Leung was born in Boston, MA to immigrants from Hong Kong. After graduating 
from Boston Latin School, she studied Photography and New Media at Massachusetts 
College of Art and Design where she received her BFA with Departmental and Academic 
Honors in 2005. Her work has been exhibited at such galleries as the Chashama Gallery, New 
York, NY, the UVA and Panopticon Gallery, both in Boston, MA. She is also a partner of Zoa 
Chimerum Jewelry with artist Ian T. Henderson. 

Her personal artist website is www.sueyeeleung.com.  
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Pauline Lim 

Artist Statement: 
I am a fear-driven person. I am always freaking out about the fact that we all have to die, so a 
lot of my paintings have to do with the frustration of being trapped in a mortal existence. The 
increasing aches and pains of aging underscore this dilemma to me every day, and make me 
seek out color and beauty, as well as the relief of laughter alongside the recognition of 
despair. 

Lately I have been obsessed with Old Master paintings, so I’ll start on a painting with the 
intention of emulating Holbein or Vermeer, but then I get dissatisfied with the overall effect
—“this looks like bad hotel art!”—and start adding three-dimensional items to the surface. 
Mosaic techniques satisfy my compulsion to always be busy. I try to pick activities that are 
fun, restful or refreshing, and that also satisfy my need to always be productive. I’m sure it 
comes from my driven, expectation-laden upbringing. Being Korean, my parents wanted me 
to be a Nobel-Prize-winning doctor. I graduated from Harvard, where I majored in studio art, 
so I’ve always felt sheepish that I wasn’t some successful superstar. I’ll never live up to their 
expectations, so I’m compensating by creating as fast as I can. 

In my work I started off exploring the themes of dreams and illness. Then I was drawn to 
Medieval and Renaissance images of saints. I also like playing with scale—giant cat heads 
on human bodies, or tiny humans intermingled with items on a tabletop landscape. Basically, 
I just create paintings that I would want to see—that recognize the truth and folly of our 
existence, that are visually stimulating, perhaps gorgeous, frequently funny. 

Biography: 
Pauline Lim was born in Clarinda, Iowa and graduated cum laude 1984 from Phillips 
Academy, Andover, MA. She was graduated A.B. magna cum laude from Harvard College, 
1988. She now lives and works at the Brickbottom Artists Building in Somerville, MA. 
Pauline participated in the UVA Healthful and Song Cycles exhibitions at the Honan-Allston 
Library Art Gallery in 2014 and 2015, the Olympic SPIRIT exhibition at Boston City Hall's 
Scollay Square Gallery in 2015 and Temptation of the Mind and Body at the Harvard Ed 
Portal in 2016. Her UVA solo exhibition: Why Can't it Last Forever? was at the Athan's Café 
Art Gallery in Brighton. 

Recent honors and awards: 
2014 Selected artist, Neighborhood Art Exhibition Program, Boston Convention & 
Exhibition Center (BCEC), 300 Summer Street, Boston 
2014 Invited Master of Ceremonies, Mayoral Inauguration for the Hon. Joseph Curtatone, 
City of Somerville, MA 
2013 Selected artist, StreetPianos Boston Festival, organized by the Celebrity Series of 
Boston. 
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2013 Selected artist, Phone Art Box project, sponsored by Nave Gallery, Somerville, MA. 
2012 Invited artist, TEDxSomerville Conference. 
2011 Somerville Arts Council Artist Fellowship Grant Winner, Visual Arts. 

Her personal artist website is www.paulinelim.net 

Susan Loomis-Wing 

Artist Statement: 
“Freedom Inky” represents an array of shapes and lines, demonstrating movement through 
organic imagery—whether it be animals or body parts. Only some are privileged to have 
freedom although it is a human right. Those with freedom should feel grateful, as they are 
fortunate to use their bodies and minds to openly explore this planet. Let us contemplate what 
it means to be free, existing in a world where injustices and inequalities are customary.  

Biography: 
Susan Loomis-Wing is a founding member and the Treasurer of Unbound Visual Arts. She 
received a Bachelor of Fine Arts with a concentration in Graphic Design at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst, an MBA from the University of Phoenix Greater Boston campus, 
and a Master of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies from Lesley University. She currently lives 
and works in the Boston area, as Assistant to the VP of Administration and Budget 
Coordinator for Lesley University. 

Her UVA artist website is www.unboundvisualarts.org/susan-loomis-wing 

Nhung Mackey 

Artist Statement: 
I’m taking my love of nature and people, trying to bring them to life on canvas, papers, wood 
with Watercolor, Oil, Acrylics, Enamel, Ink...And I realized that FREEDOM is not far away. 
It is all in my spending time working on art works, enjoy them... so much that I could escape 
from some difficulties in life and be freely. 

Biography: 
Nhung Mackey is an award-winning artist skilled in numerous media, including watercolor, 
oils, enamel and acrylics on paper, canvas and wood. She successfully creates portraits, still 
life, and landscapes utilizing all subject matter. She has additional capabilities in floral 
arrangement and jewelry design. She participated in the UVA Healthful exhibition at the 
Honan-Allston Library Art Gallery and UVA's Olympic SPIRIT at Boston City Hall both in 
2015. 

Her personal artist website is http://nhungmackey.wix.com/nhungart 
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Maria Trudette Madison 

Artist Statement: 
'Freedom' has been a 'complex statement' since the first human interaction. It has a 
particularly egregious history among African Americans beginning with the first slave 
auctions, 'mounting children on auction blocks', separating families, the so called gradual 
emancipation(s) and phases of reconstruction across the globe. Despite pain and persistent 
adversities, 'Freedom' finds itself through glares, song, or food. 

My work has focused on how we express ourselves particularly in face of adversity. My 
latest series has focused on creating blocks mounted with images of children auctioned at the 
Charleston, South Carolina Slave Mart. Some of these images are photos and some are my 
drawings of these children adding their 'imaginings' during a sale. 

Biography: 
I am the co-founder and president of an historic site commemorating the legacy of a 
previously enslaved revolutionary war veteran in Concord, Massachusetts. The residents of 
the historic site have so many stories to tell, some of which represent the overarching 
struggles of African Americans throughout American history, from slavery to contemporary 
social justice issues. One of the inhabitants of the house was a 'fugitive slave' from New 
Jersey. Another resident started Concord's Female antislavery society and another raised a 
legal challenge to the first civil rights bill in 1866. I have been working on this project for 
over a decade and the longer I dwell in studying and representing this history the more I need 
to express the profound sadness of oppression. 

My background includes training and decades of experience in domestic, global health and 
clinical research. I have a doctorate in Population and International Health from the Harvard 
School of Public Health and have lived in Africa for over five years. As an African American 
woman, I see the world as a place with great promise for freedom but as an entity more 
spiritually available than political. 

Her UVA artist website is www.unboundvisualarts.org/maria-madison 

Ruth Rieffanaugh 

Artist Statement: 
Concepts, ideas, thoughts, and feelings fuel my creative process. These concepts and ideas 
emerge as a bevy of forms and enigmatic imagery—the work calls for an unfettered 
imagination allowing for a number of interpretations. The work shown here for Freedom 
follows this same process; Drawn from experience, the work grapples with personal yet 
universally themes of Freedom. Wrestling with our fears and the realm of feelings that blend 
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the passionate and pleasurable, the angst and anguish, the uncertain and unsettled. This often 
evokes a moment in time, a sudden discovery or meaningful place. 

Biography: 
Ruth Rieffanaugh resides in Allston and maintains her art studio in Allston as well. She 
received a Masters in Art Education from Lesley University and a Bachelor of Fine Arts from 
the Art Institute of Boston. She is also licensed In Massachusetts as a Teacher of the Visual 
Arts. Ruth is currently a Digital Teacher at TechBoston Academy in Dorchester, MA. She 
was previously the Director of the Dorchester Alternative Youth Academy and taught 
drawing at the Boston Architectural College. Ruth has exhibited in numerous local and 
regional galleries, including the Lesley University Gallery, the Copley Society Gallery, 
Boston City Hall’s Scollay Square Gallery, the Brighton-Allston Heritage Museum and the 
Cambridge Art Association Galleries. She is also a member of the Cambridge Art Association 
and a founding member, a member of the Board of Directors and current President of 
Unbound Visual Arts, Inc. Her public art experience includes creating designs for several 
utility boxes in Boston. She has participated in UVA's Healthful at the Honan-Allston Library 
Art Gallery in 2015 and The Context of Community at the Athan's Café Art Gallery in 
Brookline and the Harvard Ed Portal in Allston both in 2015. She has also participated in 
UVA's Olympic SPIRIT at the Scollay Square Gallery in Boston City Hall in 2015. 

Her personal artist website is ruthrieffanaugh.com 

Ruth Segaloff 

Artist Statement: 
In my art, I incorporate family mementos, found objects, ephemera and words as narrative 
tools to revisit historic events, family stories, our cultural heritage and social values. As a 
conceptual artist, my intent is to challenge observers to project on my works, their own 
meaning. Thus every piece begins a dialogue between the work and the viewer, and 
hopefully, a discussion about what values we live by. 

Most of my art is about human rights, social justice and war and peace. Surprisingly they 
closely parallel Franklin Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms: Freedom of Speech and Expression; 
Freedom of Worship; Freedom from Want; and Freedom from Fear. 

My Berlin Wall series is a warning about the dangerous direction in which America is 
headed. We ignore basic human rights at our peril. “Build Doors Not Walls” is as current as 
today’s presidential candidates with the naive notion that if we wall off our borders, we'll be 
safe from our enemies. “Love Is Thicker Than Cement” reminds us of a tragic consequence 
of the Berlin Wall: it literally tore apart families and loved ones; many died as they crossed 
the fortified barrier. “Awakening” shows the birth of resistance. This is my central concern 
about the November elections: Will “hate” win? "Coming Home” to almost total destruction 
is a terrible cost of terrorism whenever and wherever it happens. 
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Artists throughout history have used art to speak out against injustice and to help make the 
world a better place. I’m proud to be a part of that tradition. 

Biography: 
Ruth Segaloff, a member of Unbound Visual Arts, graduated from Washington University in 
St. Louis, As a VISTA volunteer, she was stationed for a year on the Nez Perce Indian 
Reservation in Idaho. In 1969, she earned a Master’s Degree in Social Work from Rutgers 
University and moved to Boston. In 2008, after a forty year career in social work, she retired 
to become a full time artist. She also served as an artist mentor in programs making use of 
the healing powers of creativity. Since January, 2011, she’s led a Therapeutic Arts Journal 
Writing Program for incarcerated women. In 2014, she was included in the EPIC exhibition, 
organized by Unbound Visual Arts, at the Harvard Allston Education Portal. 

Segaloff grew up in New Orleans in the nineteen fifties, at the violent beginnings of the civil 
rights movement and at the height of Joseph McCarthy’s “Communist witch hunts.” Later, 
while in college, John Kennedy, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Bobby Kennedy, all were 
assassinated. The Vietnam War, begun under JFK, gave rise to the anti-war movement and a 
violent response. These traumatic events greatly influenced her, and peace and social justice 
have been common themes of her artwork. 

Stories have been central to Ruth’s forty year career in social work. She retired in 2008 to 
become a full time artist. Despite limited formal arts training, she has found considerable 
success. Since 2006, her artworks have been on exhibit in over sixty art shows throughout 
Massachusetts, including a number of medical and mental health settings. 

Segaloff also serves as a therapeutic arts mentor in programs making use of the healing 
powers of creativity. These have included Medicine Wheel Productions in South Boston, and 
Girls, Incorporated of Lynn. In January, 2011, Ruth created “The Therapeutic Arts Journal 
Writing Program,” for incarcerated women At the South Middlesex Correctional Center, in a 
minimum security/pre-release prison. 

I come from a family of artist storytellers, and stories in one form or another have filled my 
life. After graduating from Washington University in St. Louis, I joined VISTA, where I was 
stationed for a year on the Nez Perce Indian Reservation in Idaho. In 1969, I earned a 
Master's Degree in Social Work from Rutgers University and moved to Boston. 

In 2008, after a forty year career in social work, I retired to become a full time artist, through 
art and storytelling had long been part of my practice. Given my expressive arts background, 
I’ve also served as an artist mentor in programs making use of the healing powers of 
creativity. Since January, 2011, I’ve led a Therapeutic Arts Journal Writing Group for 
incarcerated women. 
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Being an artist was never on my radar until I retired from social work. What I have been, 
ever since I was little, is a found objects collector. This dates back to when I was just six. 
Discovering in 2008, that found objects art is a legitimate genre changed all that. Joseph 
Cornell wandered New York City streets at night collecting objects for his shadow boxes. I 
collected rust and "trash" off streets in my neighborhood and beyond. Betty Saar used Aunt 
Jemima dolls holding brooms in one hand and shotguns in the other to make a political 
statement about racism. This was the same purpose I wanted my art to serve. Marcel 
Duchamp’s “ready-mades,” changed the very definition of art, legitimizing found object art 
as a medium. Even Picasso turned rusty bike parts from the trash into an assemblage, “Bull’s 
Head 1942.” My artwork is greatly influenced by each of them. 

I've taken many arts classes at these renowned institutions since 2008: the Museum School of 
the MFA; the museum schools at the DeCordova and the Danforth; MassArt, Lesley 
University, the New Art Center; and the residential programs at Snow Farm, the New 
England Crafts Program. Despite no formal art education, I've had remarkable success with 
solo shows and international, national and state exhibitions. I most identify with art that has 
an important social narrative. Picasso’s mural, “Guernica,” depicting the cruelty of war; 
Betye Saar’s art which transforms racial stereotypes like Aunt Jemima into figures of 
liberation and empowerment. Both her use of art to make political statements, and her use of 
family memorabilia to memorialize relatives, have a direct impact on my work. 

Her personal artist website is www.ruthsegaloff.com. 

Diane Sheridan 

Artist Statement: 
This is the first time I've manipulated photographs using Picasa Imaging Software. 
I had many photos of the American Flag and wanted to use this image because of the 
freedom it represents to the USA. None of the images seemed to stand out on their own and 
adding digital color provided what I wanted. I then came across an image I had of the Statue 
of Liberty and wanted to include her also. This project is definitely influenced by pop culture 
artists of the 1960's. 

Biography: 
Diane Sheridan has been a resident of Brighton since 1985 and graduated from Framingham 
State University with a degree in Fine Art. She has been involved with art and photography 
in the community since high school and have been taking photographs for as long as she can 
remember. She took a picture of her family which may be her first photograph taken around 
the age of 5. She's worked at many of Boston's great institutions including Boston University 
Photo Services and the Museum of Fine Arts. She is now in early retirement and is thrilled to 
be part of the Unbound Visual Arts community. She was included in Unbound Visual Arts' 
Healthful exhibition at the Honan-Allston Library Art Gallery in 2015 and in Olympic 
SPIRIT at the Scollay Square Gallery in Boston City Hall in 2015. 
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Her personal artist website is deweythecat.blogspot.com 

Ellen Zellner 

Artist Statement: 
Statement for "Turn Around: About Face”—This quilt expresses the freedom to express our 
individuality. 

Statement for "Navigating Utopia”—This quilt refers to the freedom to hope. 

Statement for "Who Has All the Watches and Who Has All the Time?’—The title for this quilt 
is quote from the Taliban to the United States in 2006. 

Biography: 
As a child, I frequently accompanied my parents to the Brooklyn Museum. I seem to 
remember mostly tagging along, but I'm sure these visits led to a lifelong interest in art. 
During the 1980's, I took classes at the DeCordova Museum and began weaving large 
sculptural painted vessels. My friendship with a group of quilters motivated me to take up 
quilting. In recent years, I have been designing and sewing an increasing number of quilted 
wall hangings, using commercially available fabrics and inspired by paintings, drawings, 
other quilts, and ideas that come into my head as I am working. 
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UVA Board of Directors and Council of Advisors 

Louise Bonar 
Tsun Ming Chmielinski 

Francis Gardino 
Marcie Laden 

Heidi Lee 
Jeanne Lin 

Susan Loomis 
Brenda Gael McSweeney  

Andrea Newman 
Ira-Iliana Papadopoulou  

Ruth Rieffanaugh 
John Quatrale 

Karen Smigliani  
Christine Winship  

Sampling of UVA’s Past educational exhibits 

Temptation of the Mind and Body 
EPIC 

Healthful 
Song Cycles 

Olympic SPIRIT 
Beasts of Burden 

Context of Community 
Unlimited 

All Things Change 

UVA membership information for artists and art enthusiasts 
www.unboundvisualarts.org/get-involved/ 
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