
 
The Harvard Ed Portal is a collaborative partnership involving Harvard, 
the Allston-Brighton community, and the City of Boston, the Ed Portal is the 
Allston-Brighton community’s front door to Harvard’s educational, arts, 
wellness, and workforce and economic development programs. 
http://edportal.harvard.edu/ 
 
Unbound Visual Arts is a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable corporation 
based in Allston-Brighton and serving the Boston area.  It was incorporated in 
late 2012 to enliven the creative economy in contemporary fine art for artists 
and art supporters through curated exhibiting, educating and sharing.  
http://www.UnboundVisualArts.org	  
 
ArtWeek Boston, an initiative of Citi Performing Arts Center, is a twice-
annual 10-day collection of events throughout the city that features 
unexpected and creative experiences that are interactive or offer behind-the-
scenes access to artists or the creative process. UVA and the Ed Portal are 
pleased to present the opening reception for The Context of Community as an 
official part of ArtWeek spring 2015. http://www.artweekboston.org/ 
 
 
 

    
This program is supported in part by a grant from the Boston Cultural Council, a 
local agency which is funded by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, administrated 
by the Mayor’s Office of Arts, Tourism, and Special Events.” 
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Curator’s Statement 
 
There is a delicate balance we aspire to when constructing a quixotic 
community.  In assembling, we can’t help but affect each other, for better and 
for worse. A piece of art that stands alone can be evaluated essentially, and 
perhaps, this strengthens the work.  However, the meaning we derive from 
ample comparison can enrich understanding and allow for complexities we did 
not foresee.  We strive for diverse communities, especially in urban settings, 
because we know it to be true that distinct voices, cultures, and ways of being, 
fortify our daily lives and our understanding of our place in this expansive 
world. The works in this exhibition bring together unique perspectives and 
styles from all over the greater Boston area, reflecting the nuances throughout 
our rich, and ever-evolving community. This exhibition brings together works 
that represent community through metaphor and symbols, and actual 
depictions of community’s dear to the artists in the exhibition. 
 
 

Julia Ryan, of Jamaica Plain, has strong experience and 
knowledge in art history, visual arts, performance art, and 
education access. She has worked in both the curatorial 
and education departments at The Institute of 
Contemporary Art/Boston. She holds a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree with a major in the History of Art from Bryn 
Mawr College in Pennsylvania. Ryan is also a visual artist 

and musician. Starting in September, she will be pursuing a Masters Degree at 
the Harvard Graduate School of Education focused on Arts in Education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Artwork and Price List  
Unless otherwise indicated, all artwork may be purchased from Unbound 
Visual Arts (UVA) with cash, check or credit card by arranging to meet a 
representative from UVA at the gallery during public hours or on-line at 
UVA’s website (www.UnboundVisualArts.org) and going to Exhibitions, then 
Cyber Exhibitions, and then The Context of Community, where all artwork in 
this exhibition can be viewed and purchased.  Make checks payable to 
“Unbound Visual Arts”.  Massachusetts Sales Tax applies to all sales. Delivery 
of any purchased artwork will be arranged with the buyer after the exhibition 
ends on June 30, 2015. 

 
Sarah Berry, Exit, mixed media, 12 x 18 inches, $200 
Sarah Berry, Grow, mixed media, 12 x 18 inches, $200 
Marian Dioguardi, Time to Come Home, oil on cradled Panel, 2013, 20 x 30 
inches,  $2,525 
Francis Gardino, Boston Fire Truck #41, digital photo on paper, 12 x 36 
inches, $150 
Francis Gardino, Bouncing on Police Day, digital photo on paper, 12 x 36 
inches, $150 
Tsun Ming Chmielinski, Family Time, sumi -e on paper, 12 x 17 in. $300 
Tsun Ming Chmielinski, Hanging Out, sumi -e on paper, 12 x 17 in., $300 
Heidi Lee, Wonderland, oil on canvas, 30 x 24 inches,  $625 
Heidi Lee, Sacred Sinner, oil on canvas, oil on canvas, 18 x 24 inches, $245  
Susan Loomis, Home Web Inky, fountain pen, ink and watercolor on archival 
paper, 20 x 28 inches, $1,000 
Brenda Gael McSweeney, Community Then, black and white film 
photograph, 9 x 12 inches, private collection - not for sale 
Brenda Gael McSweeney, Community Now, digital color photograph, 9 x 12 
inches, private collection - not for sale 
Ruth Rieffanaugh, Connections I, mixed media, 48 x 51 inches, $850 
Ruth Rieffanaugh, Harvest, mixed media, 30 x 19 inches, $425 
Sarah Smigliani, Hatch, acrylic on canvas, 18 x 24 inches, $225 
Sarah Smigliani, Bind, acrylic on fiberboard panel, 12 x 24 inches, $200 
Sarah Smigliani, Together, acrylic on canvas, 18 x 24 inches, $225 
Sarah Smigliani, Weave, acrylic on birch panel, 16  x 24 inches, $200 
Sarah Smigliani, Progress, acrylic on canvas, 16 x 20 inches, $200 
 



Architectural College.  Ruth has exhibited in numerous local and regional 
galleries, including the Lesley University Gallery, the Copley Society Gallery, 
Boston City Hall’s Scully Gallery, the Brighton-Allston Heritage Museum 
and the Cambridge Art Association Galleries.  She is also a member of the 
Cambridge Art Association and a founding member of the new Unbound 
Visual Arts, Inc.  Her public art experience includes creating designs for 
several utility boxes in Boston.  Her artist website is 
http://ruthrieffanaugh.com. 
 
“My works, while distinct in form, are both rooted in the concept of 
connections.  Harvest represents my connection to growing up with a garden, 
a mother concerned with eating healthy eventually leading to my own love for 
pure honest goodness - the connections we have to what we eat. Connections I 
is part of a series commenting on the connections between what we observe 
and what we perceive as reality - what unfolds over time and what remains 
unknown. “ – Ruth Rieffanaugh 
 

Sarah Smigliani, a member of Unbound Visual Arts, is a 
painter and psychiatric nurse living in Norwood, MA with 
her husband, Sean and dog, Harry.  Sarah is a graduate of 
Curry College and is pursuing her master’s degree from Regis 
College. 
 
“While my body of work can be seen as a compendium of 

disparate techniques and media my creations are always the product of 
immediate experience.  Whether informed by an ache, a joy, or a compulsion 
my daily challenge is to maintain only a loose grasp on the agenda of line and 
color and to appreciate all outcomes however awkward or unexpected.” – Sarah 
Smigliani 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sarah Berry deftly weaves everyday  
tools with terraqueous backgrounds, 
reminiscent of the ways in which 
industry and nature grow together in 

urban landscapes. 
 

Marian Dioguardi ‘s work is one in a 
series of paintings inspired by time 
spent in Venice, Italy. Marian vibrant 
painting reminds us that even in the 
bustle of urban life, we find still 
moments of serenity.  

 
Francis Gardino’s 
360 degree 
panoramas showcase 
a space from every 

angle, reminding us how convenient it is to turn away 
from the parts of our community that 
feel foreign.  However, Gardino's works also allow us to  
view every spot where disconnect dissolves into affinity,  
providing hope for interconnection. 
 

Tsun Ming  Chmielinski’s avian 
paintings blend minimal forms and 
background allowing the viewer to 
focus on the interplay between 

subjects, redolent of playful communication in everyday 
life. 
 

Heidi Lee’s work seem to grapple 
with the challenge of balancing the 



self with rapidly changing environments we inhabit in 
urban landscapes. 
 

Susan Loomis carefully blends 
complex color, haptic texture and 
diverse forms to create a kinetic 
work that is evocative of the 

briskness of daily, urban life. 
 

Brenda Gael McSweeney’s work in 
Burkina Faso exhibits positive 
evolution through development, 
reminding the viewer the power 
individuals and small groups can 

have in bringing about the change they wish to see within 
their communities. 
 

Ruth Rieffanaugh’s networks build 
in communities are not necessarily 
linear, but are winding, overlapping 
and abundant with unexpected 

exchange. 
 

Sarah Smigliani’s optical art utilizes 
thoughtful color contrasts to create 
paintings that appear woven and 
reminiscent of the cloth form. The 

efflorescence of fibrous forms approximates the way 
relationships interweave in society and our reliance on 
others within our community. 
 
 

in executive positions including in West Africa and the Caribbean; in Europe 
heading the UN Volunteers programme; then in India as the Representative of 
the United Nations System and the UN Development Programme. The 
Government of India with the UN System designated gender equality as the 
UN area focus. Brenda holds her Ph.D. from the Fletcher School of Law and 
Diplomacy. She was the recipient of a Fulbright in Paris and awards from the 
Governments of Germany, Jamaica and Burkina Faso, as well as two honorary 
doctorates. Her research and photography focus on female education and 
empowerment in Burkina Faso, and a gender perspective on livelihoods in 
West Bengal, India (see related papers and photographs at The Global 
Network of UNESCO Chairs on Gender and at brendamcsweeney.com. She 
initiated the UNESCO/UNITWIN Network on Gender, Culture & 
Development (unitwin.blogspot.com) and Burkina Faso: Gender Equality and 
Women’s Empowerment (equalityburkina.blogspot.com). 
 
“My works illustrate the evolution of women's situation and roles in their 
communities in Burkina Faso. In the first photo, taken in the 1970s, a female 
leader conveys her community's concerns to interlocutors from UNESCO's 
Women's Education Project – yet only in the privacy of her courtyard. Three 
decades later, we witnessed women and girls interacting directly in community 
meetings, benefiting from technology to lighten backbreaking workloads, and 
boosting their cash returns from their collective enterprises. The aftermath is 
captured in the second photograph, where women celebrate their progress for 
all to see – subsequently the women's education and community technology 
programs rippled across their country and the entire continent. These photos 
complement others from a Women of Vision series in Brighton Allston and in 
India.” – Brenda Gael McSweeney 

 
Ruth Rieffanaugh, of Allston, is an original founding 
member of Unbound Visual Arts and current President of 
the Board of Directors, resides in Allston and maintains her 
art studio in Allston as well.  She received a Masters in Art 
Education from Lesley University and a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts from the Art Institute of Boston.  She is also licensed In 
Massachusetts as a Teacher of the Visual Arts.   Ruth is 

currently a Digital Teacher at TechBoston Academy in Dorchester, 
MA. She was previously the Director of the Dorchester Alternative 
Youth Academy and taught drawing at the Boston 



In addition to her constant learning, Tsun Ming also taught workshops at The 
Art Center in Chelmsford, Mass., teaches workshops at the Dedham Art 
Association, as well as private students in her studio. Her art has been shown 
in various juried shows throughout the New England area. She has won 
awards including the first prize of the pastel and drawing category in the 
Duxbury Art Association Winter Juried Show 2002/2003; and the third prize 
in 2003/4. Her artist website is http://tmgallery.org.  
 
“My painting inspiration almost always comes from nature.  Sometime it is the 
beauty of forms, lines and colors, but often it is the activities in nature that 
evoke my imagination.  The chirping and hopping birds in Hanging Out 
reference what siblings and girlfriends do in my life. The interactions of birds 
resting, feeding, and enjoying the bliss of a beautiful day is where I find 
inspiration for Family Time.” – Tsun Ming Chmielinski 
 
Marian Dioguardi, a Sustaining Member of Unbound Visual Arts, resides 
in West Newton, Massachusetts and received her formal art training at the 
Massachusetts College of Art & Design and the School of the Museum of 
Fine Arts, Boston.  Her work has been included in numerous exhibitions in 
New England, Florida, Michigan, New Mexico and New York and she has 
received several art awards and honors.  Marian’ s artwork has been acquired 
by many private institutions and individuals, including Dana Farber Hospital, 
Children’s Hospital Research Center and Kretchmer Designs in Scottsdale, 
Arizona.  Her gallery representation includes Gallery Seven in Maynard, MA, 
Rose Gallery Fine Art in Hudson, NY, Gallery 333 in Falmouth, MA, Water 
Street Gallery in Douglas, MI, Bluestone Gallery in Philadelphia and Xanadu 
Gallery in Scottsdale, AZ.  Her artist website is http://mariandioguardi.com.  
 
“My paintings of simple objects celebrate comfort. They nobly, yet 
unobtrusively, serve us during our lifetime. I paint with intensified colors - 
colors that I feel as much as I see. Using oil paint, pallet knife and panel I 
paint directly, clearly and decisively. The pallet knife is a comfortable tool in 
my hand, which was trained as a child to frost the cakes my mother made for 
our parties. Painting, for me, is still an expression of celebration. The process 
between the initial inspiration to paint and the final expression of that 
moment is a lengthy and thoughtful one. Each painting is completed only 
after the physical presence of the subject has been removed, and in those final 
moments, I paint the memory and the celebration of its being. With all that 
 

said what I really want to say is: “All the saying is in the seeing.” – Marian 
Dioguardi 
 

Francis Gardino, of Brighton, a member of the 
Unbound Visual Arts’ Council of Advisors, received 
his Bachelor of Fine Art in Painting from the 
Massachusetts College of Art and Design.  He is a 
member of the Allston Arts District, the 
Photographic Resource Center at Boston University 
and the Marblehead Art Association.  He has 
participated in many solo and group exhibitions 

throughout Massachusetts. His artist website is http://frangardino.com. 
 
“These photos are shot as 360-degree recordings of my current hometown, 
Brighton MA. I like to think of myself as a sort of "time traveler" from the 
year 2114, here for a short time to live amongst the kind town folks and to 
document their urban, quotidian life.” – Francis Gardino 
 

Heidi Lee, a member of Unbound Visual Arts and 
current Vice-President of the Board of Directors, resides 
in Jamaica Plain. She is the Artist in Residence for the 
Common Art Program, where she guides and instructs 
the participants.  She also coordinates many exhibits for 
the Program throughout the Boston area, including 
Common Art’s involvement in City HeART, a citywide 
art fair and sale for homeless and low-income artists. She 

also teaches at Boston Trinity Academy, middle to high school for urban 
teens. She received her Bachelor of Fine Arts with a concentration in Painting 
from Gordon College and a Master of Education with a concentration in 
Visual Arts from Lesley University.  Her art studio is in Watertown and she 
creates a wide variety of artworks and plans exhibits for Common Art artists. 
She also installed an outdoor sculpture in Charlton, MA, which she designed 
and built with artist Katie Schultz for the Midstate Trail Art Project in 
September 2013. 
 
“Inspired by how Walt Disney melded illusion with actuality, this piece plays 
off of our journey through reality and alternative realities in our daily lives. 
Sacred Sinner grapples with the masks we all wear, despite good intentions. 
 



The way we are perceived by others in our communities is always a delicate 
mix of our true nature and the face we meticulously create for the world.” – 
Heidi Lee 
 

Susan Loomis, of Brighton, is an original founding 
member of Unbound Visual Arts and current Treasurer of 
Board of the Directors. She received a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
with a concentration in Graphic Design at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst, an MBA from the University of 
Phoenix Greater Boston campus, and a Master of Arts in 
Interdisciplinary Studies from Lesley University. She 

currently lives and works in the Boston area, as Assistant to the VP of 
Administration and Budget Coordinator for Lesley University and is also a 
PhD candidate in Educational Studies at Lesley.  Susan serves on the Board of 
Trustees of the Cambridge Women’s Center, and the Brighton-Allston 
Historical Society Board of Directors.  Fervor for art and community 
continues to permeate in all of her service. 
 
“Home Web Inky is a visual response to an exhibit I co-curated titled Address 
Unknown: Traces of Hope that featured artists who have or are currently 
experiencing homelessness. I utilized pen and ink and water-based color that 
tend to be uncontainable and self-moving – resulting in a spontaneous, yet 
structured, composition of color, shape, and line. What is emitted on paper is 
not planned – if the ink drips unexpectedly or the watercolor spreads, then that 
is part of the painting. Although it was difficult for me to connect with the 
artists who have experienced homelessness through shared experiences, I was 
able to reflect upon their tribulations by creating a piece that was an expression 
of how I felt about their resiliency.” – Susan Loomis 
 

Brenda Gael McSweeney, of Brighton, an 
original founding member of Unbound Visual Arts 
and a member of the Council of Advisors, is Visiting 
Faculty at Boston University’s Women’s, Gender, & 
Sexuality Studies Program where she teaches Gender 
& International Development, and is Resident 
Scholar at the Women's Studies Research Center 
(WSRC, where Research, Art & Activism Converge) 

at Brandeis University, both in Massachusetts, USA. She served with the 
United Nations for 30 years. 

Sarah Berry, of Allston, is an original founding 
member of Unbound Visual Arts and member of the 
Council of Advisors. She minored in darkroom 
photography and visual arts at George Mason 
University and held an internship as a studio and 
events photographer at the Smithsonian Institution. 
Since her graduation in 2005 she has taught art and 

photography to adults and children, and currently leads Pics in the Parks 
Workshops for the City of Boston Parks Department. Sarah completed an MS 
in Arts Administration at Boston University in 2011. She is currently the 
program manager at The Art Connection and continues to make art that 
conveys her sense of humor, wanderlust, and care for the environment. Her 
work has been exhibited in the United States and Israel and is part of 
permanent collections in France, Washington DC, and Boston. She has 
exhibited at Boston University, Boston City Hall, the Faneuil Library Art 
Gallery and in galleries in Fairfax, Virginia and Washington DC. Her artist 
website is SMBERRY.COM 
 
“I pair my photography with found objects to tell the story of what people 
make and the things they leave behind. In Exit a photograph of an abandoned 
building is paired with stray keys, as symbols of housing crises, family 
structures, and nostalgia for the past. In Grow, a photograph of a garden is 
paired with rubber bands, taken off produce grown for mass-consumption. 
This piece is about our broken food system. “ – Sarah Berry 

 
Tsun Ming Chmielinski, a member of the 
Unbound Visual Arts’ Council of Advisors, discovered 
her love for traditional Chinese painting while living as 
a child in Hong Kong. There she was identified as an 
exceptional student by the late master L.S. Shaw, a 
professor in the Department of Fine Arts and the 
Chinese University of Hong Kong and one of Hong 

Kong’s master painters. After spending much of her childhood training in 
Chinese ink painting, she came to the United States in 1975 for the purpose of 
academic study, achieving a BA in finance, an MBA and a Masters in 
Communication. Tsun Ming spent the next decade pursuing a finance career, 
until her passion for artistic expression gradually became again the central 
focus of her activities. 



 
	  
	  


